
1 
 

LIB 325: LGBT 
IDENTITIES 

Grand Valley State University, F2017 MW, 4:30-5:45 pm, KHS 2107 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This interdisciplinary course draws on scholarship in the fields of sociology, 
literature, history, anthropology, LGBTQ, cultural, and gender studies in order to 
teach students about lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex and queer 
complex identities (identity formation and development), identifications, and the 
social, political, historical, and cultural problems underpinning these 
constructions.  

Part of the Identity Issue. This course meets the General Education knowledge 
and skills goals on the attached General Education sheet (last pages of syllabus).  

Please make sure you read the following requirements prior to the 
second week of classes as all course expectations as well as 
assignment instructions are listed in the pages that follow. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

1. Identify and apply the literature on LGBTQ complex identities (identity 
formation and development) and identifications to social, political, 
historical and cultural problems underpinning these constructions. 

2. Demonstrate and produce an interdisciplinary understanding using two 
or more different disciplinary lenses of the complex identities (identity 
formation and development) and identifications of sexual orientation 
and gender with a goal toward integration. 

3. Work collaboratively to identify and engage in solving a problem 
associated with the social, political, historical, and cultural constructions 
of LGBTQ identifications. 

4. Present collaborative findings to a diverse audience, detailing the 
complexity of LGBTQ Identities (identity formation and development) 
and identifications. 

This is an upper-division discussion-based course. Students have a responsibility 
to come to class prepared to discuss the materials. This means reading, thinking 
and writing about the material prior to class time. Be prepared for the work to be 
personally and academically challenging. You are expected to read, listen, and 
watch thoughtfully, attentively, and respectfully, and to ground your discussion 
in the texts and a critical integration of knowledge and experience.   

PROFESSOR 
KRISTA BENSON 
bensokri@gvsu.edu 
Twitter: @klinb 
616-331-8230 
Skype: benson.150 

Lake Ontario Hall 241 
Office Hours: M 1-4 pm 
(onsite or vitual via Skype) 
and by appointment 

Email is the best way to 
reach me and you can 
expect a response within 2 
working days. 
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TEXTS 

Students may purchase/rent either print or ebook versions of these books. If students opt for ebook/kindle versions 
of the books, it is your responsibility to figure out how to appropriately cite ebooks in APA or MLA. 

• Leslie Feinberg, Stone Butch Blues. Order/ download here:  http://www.lesliefeinberg.net/ - need by 9/10 
• Dean Spade, Normal Life: Administrative Violence, Critical Trans Politics, and the Limits of Law (ISBN: 

978-0822360407). – need  by 10/16. Ensure it is the second edition published in 2015.  
• Students will need access to Netflix from 11/28-12/13. Please contact Krista if this will be a problem. 
• Additional readings found on Blackboard 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Assignment Overview 
Participation & Attendance  20% 
Discussion Leading   10% 
5 Reading Reflections   20% 
Keywords Assignment   15% 
Group Artifact Presentation  10% 
Final Project: LGBT Media  25% 

Participation & Attendance: 20% 
Active participation is a critical part of the learning 
experience in this course.  

We will explore a variety of issues, some of them quite 
controversial and complicated. Thus, it's important 
that we all respect each other's needs, values, and 
views. There is no way for this class to succeed if 
students don’t prepare materials thoughtfully and 
participate fully in the class. I expect each of us to 
arrive each week fully prepared to thoughtfully enter 
into an ongoing discussion. 

Personal opinions play a role in class dialogues but do 
not substitute for a concerted effort to grasp the 
scholarly material in the course. Understanding the 
material does not mean you have to embrace all or 
any of the viewpoints represented. However, it does 
require that you read it, think about it, and discuss it. 
Please keep in mind that we address this class from a 
perspective that assumes inequality exists. 

I will take this time to remind you to respect each 
other’s opinions and input. If at any time anyone is 
disrespectful to anyone in the class, I reserve the right 
to remove posts and address students individually. 

Students may also participate online either in the in-
person meeting or asynchronously outside of the 
meeting using Slack: https://gvsu-lib325.slack.com/  

SAFE SPACES: This class has been built with an ethic of shared respect and a genuine desire for us to 
learn together well. I also encourage all students to remember that there are likely survivors of violence in 
our class. Though this is a space of respect, I cannot guarantee that it is a safe space. I welcome feedback 
from students on how to make your learning environment more welcoming, but I also encourage anyone 

triggered by materials/ discussions to inform me privately so that I can direct you to appropriate resources 
for support. If you think that there may be subjects that would be impossible for you to engage with, please 

let me know so that we can address the best way for you to succeed in this class. 

 



3 
 

For more information about guidelines for 
participation grading, please see the Participation 
Grading Rubric in Rubrics on Blackboard. 

Discussion Leading: 10% 
At the beginning of the semester, you will sign up for 
one class meeting where you (alone or with a partner) 
will lead the discussion on that week’s topic and 
readings. To prepare for discussion leading, students 
should: 

1. Read the assigned readings 
2. Supplement your reading by exploring the 

topic further—bring in multimedia, web 
resources, music, TV reporting, other 
readings, films. This should be NEW 
INFORMATION for the class. 

3. Prepare a short presentation (3-5 PowerPoint 
slides) that highlight your summary and 
analysis of the readings, supplemental 
materials you discovered, and your analysis of 
the content about the relationship between the 
readings for the day and your supplemental 
material 

4. 2-3 thoughtful, critical questions to produce 
discussion. Avoid yes/no questions or “what 
did you think about X” questions. Be prepared 
to encourage an active learning environment. 

If assigned a date with another person, students can 
choose to work together for a single, longer 
presentation (6-8 slides, 5 questions) or alone. 

Presentations should take no more than 10 
minutes. You must upload your presentation 
to Blackboard by midnight the night before 
your presentation. 

Students will be graded by the following criteria:  

1. Level of preparation for discussion 
2. The content presented 
3. Ability to create thoughtful and critical 

discussion questions 
4. Creativity in teaching the subject 

Reading Reflections: 20% 
Between Weeks 2-14, you are required to turn in 5 
reading responses during the semester. Students 
may not submit more than one response per week. 
Typed response papers of 3 double-spaced pages that 
address at least one of the readings from the previous 
week are due in Carmen Dropbox by midnight the 
night before the readings will be discussed. 
Reflections for Monday will be due Sundays at 
midnight and reflections for Wednesday will 
be due Tuesday at midnight. 

Successful reflections will do the following: 

1. Select one reading from the week’s readings 
(i.e. your Week 5 submission must explore one 
of the readings from Week 5). 

2. Identify the author’s main argument (ex. key 
points). You should be able to paraphrase this 
argument. 

3. Identify two major takeaways from the 
reading. Again, you should be able to 
paraphrase these two points. 

4. Discuss any lingering questions they have 
about the reading and any connections that 
they see with other readings/ideas discussed 
in class. This last section will be required 
in all reflections submited in or after 
Week 4. 

Keywords Assignment: 15% 
Before 10/4 I will upload a list of “keywords” from 
our readings.  You will then offer “definitions” of each 
term, elaborating its historical genesis and meanings, 
including textual citations.  The assignment is due 
on BlackBoard by 10/11 at 11 pm. 

Group Presentation: 10% 
LGBTQ studies is inherently concerned about voice 
and praxis. For this assignment you will work 
collaboratively with an assigned group of peers to 
design, execute, and evaluate a project that 
encourages voice and praxis (representation and 
activism) around an LGBTQ issue of your choosing. 
This assignment asks that you work outside of class to 
define a topic/issue, plan an action/educational 
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program, and deliver the program. You must 
creatively document your project using any medium, 
such as video, photography, a website, other forms of 
multimedia, or a paper, that cover the following 
components: 

• Background on the issue. What is the topic, how 
is it currently conceived of in the media, in 
scholarly work, in educational or legal arenas? 

• What are the most important aspects of the 
issue? Why? 

• What are the connections between the topic you 
choose and the course materials? 

• In what ways does this project encourage voice 
and praxis? 

You will turn in your project and/or present it to the 
class during our last week of class. Each presentation 
should be no less than 10 minutes long and take no 
longer than 20 minutes. It should be an interactive 
presentation.  

The group will be expected to collaborate using a 
Google Docs document which the instructor will 
provide. Everyone is expected to contribute to the 
artifact, the analysis which connects it directly to the 
previous class’ discussions and readings, and the 
discussion the group will ask the class. The 
viewing/explanation of the artifact, analysis, and 
questions for discussion should take 20 minutes, with 
5-10 minutes allocated for discussion. See Group 
Project Rubric for more information. 

Final Project: LGBT Media (25%) 
There are two options for the final project: a 
traditional 8-10 page media analysis paper OR a 
creative project option. Project proposals will be 
due 11/13 at 11 pm. 

Media Analysis Paper Option 

7-8 pages, I will provide a list of films that you can 
analyze on various platforms. 

Proposal must identify the film they will analyze and 2 
course texts that they think may be useful in analysis. 
Final paper must include the film, 3 course texts used 
as secondary texts for analysis, and 1 new secondary 
text not read in class. 

Queer Playlist Option 

Queer Playlist: Students will integrate our course 
readings on LGBT histories, politics, movements, and 
media to develop a LGBT or queer studies critique via 
a media playlist. For this assignment, you will 
choose a theme and create a “Queer Playlist” 
of 5 popular media texts. Your critique and analysis 
should explore the intersecting ideas about gender, 
sexuality, race, class, disability, citizenship, and other 
aspects of power and difference that we have been 
exploring in the class. With this framework, you will 
explore what your texts communicate about these 
ideas when considered as a “playlist” and your 
analysis must be supported using course connections, 
readings, vocabulary, and citation. More details will 
be available in the assignment detail on Blackboard. 

Final projects due Wednesday, 12/13, 6:00 pm 

COURSE POLICIES 

Access and Accommodations  
We all come to learning with different needs and I 
strive to do what I can to make this class 
accommodating to a variety of needs and learning 
styles. If you need accommodations, either for 
documented disabilities or for other reasons, please 
contact with me as soon as possible so that we can 
discuss your needs. Please note that the only way to 
guarantee accommodated your needs in all classes is 
to work with Disability Support Resources.  

Students with disabilities that have been certified by 
Disability Support Resources will be appropriately 
accommodated and should inform the instructor as 
soon as possible of their needs. Disability Support 
Resources is at 4015 James H. Zumberge Hall on the 
Allendale campus and can be reached at 616-331-
2490 or dsrgvsu@gvsu.edu. Look at 
https://www.gvsu.edu/dsr/ for more information.    

Attendance Policy: 
You are expected to attend every class session. 
Students are allowed two unexcused absences. 
Please use these absences wisely. For every 
additional absence you will lose three percent 
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per absence from your overall course grade. 
For example, if you miss three additional classes, nine 
points will be deducted from your final grade. 

Please notify the professor if you have a personal 
emergency or health issue causing you to miss class.  

Written Assignment Guidelines 
Standard grammar and essay guidelines should be 
followed. All written assignments must be completed 
in 12 point Times New Roman font, double-spaced 
with one-inch margins. The professor reserves the 
right to not accept assignments that fail to adhere to 
these guidelines. All citations must be standardized 
(i.e. please be consistent with your use of MLA, 
Chicago, or APA). For questions about citations, 
please visit sites such as EasyBib.com or Purdue 
OWL. 

Written assignments uploaded to Blackboard, must be 
in Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx) format. No other 
formats will be accepted. Please visit the following 
link if you have difficulty uploading your assignment 
to Blackboard: 

http://www.gvsu.edu/cms3/assets/47FDD052-F754-
BF04 
D8DBE5FB47C87DE8/bb911_handouts/stu911_hand
outs/stu911_assignmentsupload.pdf. 

If the professor provides you with comments or edits 
on paper drafts, you are responsible for integrating 
the feedback into your written work to enhance your 
paper during the revision process. Failure to do so 
with result in grade deductions at the discretion of the 
professor and you must revise and resubmit your 
paper. 

Your Mental Health 
A recent American College Health Survey found 
stress, sleep problems, anxiety, depression, 
interpersonal concerns, and alcohol use among the 
top ten health impediments to academic performance. 
Students experiencing personal problems or 
situational crises during the quarter are encouraged to 
contact University Counseling Center at 616-331-3266 
for appointments at both the Allendale and Pew 
campuses. This service is free and confidential. 

Academic Misconduct and Plagiarism 
All students are responsible for doing their own work 
and plagiarism will NOT be tolerated. Plagiarism, or the 
use of another’s words without proper citation, or any 
form of cheating during an exam or quiz, will result in 
an F for the assignment and possibly the course. A 
report will be made to the student’s dean and the Center 
for Academic Integrity so that they may also take 
appropriate disciplinary action. You may refer to GVSU 
Student Code Section 223.01 for GVSU’s policy. All of 
the following would constitute plagiarism: 

• Using someone else’s idea without citing the 
source where you found that idea.  

• Using someone else’s structure or organizing 
strategy without citing it. This often occurs 
when a writer takes a paragraph out of a source 
and simply paraphrases each sentence while 
leaving the original author’s structure intact.  

• A verbatim (copied directly) phrase or passage 
that is not quoted 

TIPS TO AVOID PLAGARISM 
Using an Author's Exact Words: 

• Use quotation marks around all words copied from 
a source. 

• Provide a citation for the source of the exact words 
you used immediately after the quotation. 

Paraphrasing an Author's Words: 
• Paraphrase an author's words by stating his or her 

ideas in your own words with your own phrasing. 
Compare your writing with the author's words to 
make sure you have not copied the author. 

• Always provide a citation for the paraphrased ideas 
Stating Common Knowledge:         

• Information that is commonly known by the public 
or the intended readers of a paper do not need 
citations for sources.  

• Unsure if an idea is common knowledge? When in 
doubt, cite a source. 

Prepare ahead of time! 
Studies show that students plagiarize most often when they 
are worried about completing an assignment. 

Tips from http://www.nwmissouri.edu/library/  
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Grading 
If the professor provides students a rubric for the assignment, they highly suggest students review the rubric to 
ensure they are meeting all of the assignment benchmarks. In other words, make sure you are fulfilling all of the 
necessary components of the assignment.  

Grade distribution:  

A = 100-93  
A- = 92-90  
B+ = 89-87  
B = 86-83  

B- = 82-80  
C+ = 79-77  
C = 76-73  
C- =72-70  

D+ = 69-67  
D = 66-60  
F = 59-0

Definitions:  

[ A ] Outstanding. Work displays thorough mastery of material, exceptionally good writing, and genuine engagement 
with the subject-matter. This grade is reserved for those students who attain the highest levels of excellence in 
thought and scholarship.  

[ B ] Good. Work displays accurate understanding of the material; writing is clear and free of mechanical errors.  

[ C ] Fair. Work displays basic grasp of material, though there may be the occasional misunderstanding or 
inaccuracy. Writing quality acceptable.  

[ D ] Marginal. Work displays a grasp of the material adequate for credit, but quality of work indicates lack of effort 
or aptitude.  

[ F ] Unacceptable. Excessive absences, assignments not completed, or assignments unworthy of credit.  
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COURSE PLAN 

The professor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus at any time. This document is an 
agreement between professor and student concerning course expectations. 

NL=Normal Life / SBB=Stone Butch Blues / BB=Download from Blackboard 

Date Due Topic Reading/Activity Due 
Week 1 
M, 8/28 

Introduction to the class and to each 
other 

• Bring in a copy of the syllabus (printed or 
electronic) 

 
W, 8/30 

 
Queer Histories in the U.S. 

• BB: Anonymous – Queers Read This (1-16) 
• Listen to “A White Horse” episode of Memory 

Palace (9:29-email me for a transcript) 
Week 2 

M, 9/4 
No class Labor Day 

W, 9/6 Queer Histories in the U.S. • BB: Rich – Compulsory heterosexuality and 
lesbian existence. (11-48) 

• BB: Allen - Trans-ing Gender: The Surgical 
Option (101-107) 

• BB: Taylor - Cisgender Privilege (268-272) 

Week 3 
M, 9/11 

Queer Histories in the U.S. • BB: Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries 
– Survival, Revolt, and Queer Antagonist 
Struggle (zine, 1-55) 

• Watch Pay it No Mind, The Life and Times of 
Marsha P. Johnston (documentary, about 55 
minutes, link on BB) 

W, 9/13 Queer Histories in the U.S.: Storytelling • SBB: Chapters 1-7 (1-84) 

Week 4 
M, 9/18 

Queer Histories in the U.S.: Storytelling • SBB: Chapters 8- 13 (85-166) 

W, 9/20 Queer Histories in the U.S.: Storytelling • SBB: Chapters 14-19 (167-247) 
Week 5 
M, 9/25 

Queer Histories in the U.S.: Storytelling • SBB: Chapters 20-26 (248-330) 

W, 9/27 Queer Histories in Michigan • BB: Before class: Read/summarize/bring in 
examples or images from your assigned 
timeline in Michigan’s LGBT Heritage   

Week 6 
M, 10/1 

Transnational perspectives on gender and 
sexuality 

• BB: Quintanales – I Paid Very Hard for My 
Immigrant Ignorance (150-56) 

• BB: Lee – Kuaring Queer Theory: My 
Autocritography and a Race-Conscious, 
Womanist, Transnational Turn (147-170) 

W, 10/4 Transnational perspectives on gender and 
sexuality 

• BB: Patton, “Migratory Vices” (15-37) 
• BB: Nzouankeu, “Male sex workers in 

Camaroon face social stigma and poor access to 
care” (online) 

Week 7 
M, 10/9 

Transnational perspectives on gender and 
sexuality 

• BB: Arvin, Tuck, and Morrill – Decolonizing 
Feminism: Challenging Connections Between 
Settler Colonialism and Heteropatriarchy (8-
34) 

• BB: Cameron – Gee, You Don’t Seem Like an 
Indian from the Reservation (41-47) 
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W, 10/11 No class Work on keywords assignment, due at 11 
pm 

Week 8 
M, 10/16 

LGBT Incarceration • BB: Gottschalk – The Prison State (1-22) 
• BB: nemec – No One Enters Like Them (217-

231) 
• NL: Preface (ix-xvi) 

W, 10/18 LGBT Incarceration • NL: Spade, Introduction-Ch 2 (1-49) 

Week 9 
M, 10/23 

LGBT Incarceration • NL: Spade, Ch 3-4 (50-93) 

W, 10/25 LGBT Incarceration • NL: Spade, Ch 5-Conclusion (94-138) 
• NL: Spade, Afterword (139-161) (optional) 

Week 10 
M, 10/30 

Queer/LGBT Politics • BB: Cohen – Punks, Bulldaggers and Welfare 
Queens (21-51) 

W, 11/1 Queer/LGBT Politics • BB: McRuer - Disabling Sex: Notes for a Crip 
Theory of Sexuality (107-117) 

• BB: Schalk – Coming to Claim Crip 
Week 11 

M, 11/6 
Queer/LGBT Politics • BB: Clare, “At the Center of Cure” (103-123, 137-

142) 
• BB: Piepzna-Samarsinha - So much time spent 

in bed: Gloria Anzaldua, chronic illness, 
Coatlicue and disability* (online - optional) 

W, 11/8 Queer/LGBT Politics • BB: Hoffman, “Who’s That Waving That Flag?: 
On the Signs, Stories, and Strategies of the 
Current Immigrant Rights Movement” (49-63) 

• BB: Nair, “Who’s Illegal Now?: Immigration, 
Marriage, and the Violence of Inclusion” (65-73) 

Week 12 
M, 11/13 

Queer Media • No readings, screening of Paris is Burning in 
class  
Final project proposal due 11/13 by 4 pm 

W, 11/15 Queer Media • BB: hooks - Is Paris Burning? (145-156) 
• BB: Butler - Gender is Burning (121-140) 

Week 13 
M, 11/20 

No class Writing/research day for your final project or 
chance to meet with your group 

W, 11/22 No class Thanksgiving break 

Week 14 
M, 11/27 

Queer Media: Queering Cultural Critique • Hall - The White of Their Eyes: Racist Ideologies 
and the Media (89-93)* 

• Hall - Cultural Analysis. (unpublished Centre for 
Cultural Studies document) (314-316)* 

W, 11/29 Queer Media • BB: Keegan, Tongues Without Bodies: The 
Wachowski’s Sense8 (605-610) 

• Watch the assigned episode of Sense8 on Netflix 

Week 15 
M, 12/4 

Group Presentations  

W, 12/6 Group Presentations  

Finals  
W, 12/13 

Krista available for in-person or 
virtual office hours, 4:00-5:50 pm 
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Final Project Due 

 

Final project due 12/13 by 6 pm 
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GVSU’s General Education Program 
The goal of the program is to prepare you for intelligent participation in public dialogues that 
consider the issues of humane living and responsible action in local, national, and global 
communities.  

The program is designed to increase your knowledge and skills in the following areas: 

Issues Skills goals:  

1. Collaboration is the process of working together and sharing the workload equitably to 
progress toward shared objectives. 

2. Problem solving is the process of designing and evaluating strategies to answer open-
ended questions or achieve desired goals. 

3. Integration is the process of synthesizing and applying existing knowledge, past 
experiences, and other perspectives to new, complex situations. 

 
Ensuring that undergraduate students receive a broad general education has been a primary 
goal of colleges and universities since their inception.  In this era of increasing specialization and 
growing demand for professional expertise, it is vital that we continue to emphasize the value of 
general learning.   

GVSU maintains that a complete education involves more than preparation for a particular 
career. A career occurs in the context of a life, and a sound general education helps one “make a 
life” as well as “make a living.”  The university is committed to assuring that all undergraduate 
students, regardless of academic major, receive a broad education rooted in the arts and 
sciences. 

Teaching in the liberal tradition is at the heart of Grand Valley's identity, and this focus is critical 
in our General Education Program.  Liberal education transcends the acquisition of information; 
it goes beyond the factual to ask important evaluative and philosophical questions.  Liberal 
learning holds the fundamental principles and suppositions of a body of knowledge up to 
inquiry, question, and discussion.  It helps a person recognize the assumptions under which he 
or she operates and encourages the examination and questioning of those assumptions.  Liberal 
learning begins in the General Education Program and continues through the more specialized 
studies comprising each student's major and minor areas of study.  

Grand Valley State University educates students to shape their lives, their professions, and 
their societies.  



Grand Valley State University educates students to shape their lives, their professions, and their societies. 
 

 
 

 
 

The mission of the Grand Valley State University General Education Program is to provide a broad-based 
liberal education experience that fosters lifelong learning and informed citizenship. The program prepares 
students for intelligent participation in public dialogues that consider the issues of humane living and 
responsible action in local, national, and global communities. 

 
 

LIB 325 LGBTQ Identities 
Issues – Identity 

 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
 

1. Explain how complementary and competing perspectives contribute to the ongoing discussion about 
identity. 

2. Collaboration - work together and share the workload equitably to progress toward shared objectives 
learned through structured activities that occur over a significant period of time. Students will: 

• Use knowledge of group dynamics to select appropriate roles. 
• Use knowledge of group management to create effective plans. 
• Successfully follow the group's plan. 
• Assess their contribution and the contribution of others. 

3. Integration – synthesize and apply knowledge, experiences, and multiple perspectives to new, 
complex situations. Students will: 

• Connect academic theories with personal experiences to illuminate both. 
• Draw conclusions connecting examples, facts, and/or theories from more than one field of 

study. 
• Generalize skills, abilities, theories, or methodologies for solving problems in new contexts. 

4. Problem Solving – design and evaluate strategies to answer open-ended questions. Students will: 
• Construct clear and insightful problem statements that prioritize relevant contextual factors. 
• Identify multiple approaches for solving the problem within the given context. 
• Design and fully explain solutions that demonstrate comprehension of the problem. 
• Evaluate the feasibility of solutions considering the context and impact of potential solutions 

(e.g., historical, ethical, legal, practical). 

 

 
 
 
 


