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Course 
Information 
This course uses an interdisciplinary 
feminist approach to analyze instances of 
interpersonal and institutionalized 
violence in which women are either victims 
or perpetrators. This course aims to give 
students a basic understanding of the 
kinds of violence that feminists have 
theorized about and organized around. 
Students will learn to identify a feminist 
approach to violence, will examine 
debates as to what kinds of acts constitute 
violence, and will explore feminist theories 
as to the causes of various forms of 
gender-based violence. Students will also 
examine some of the diverse strategies 
proposed, at both the societal and the 
individual level, to combat gender-based 
violence. We will pay particular attention 
to the ways race, class, ability, and 
citizenship intersect in women’s lives in 
order to grasp how particular women are 
made more or less vulnerable to 
experiences of interpersonal and state 
violence. This course will use films, 
scholarly texts, personal essays, and other 
conceptual aids to examine gender-based 
forms of violence. 

Course Description 
Upon successful completion of this course, 
students will have acquired an understanding 
of the following: 

 Feminist frameworks for 
understanding gender-based 
violence 

 

 Women’s experiences of, and 
resistances to, a wide variety of 
gender-based violence 

 The role of structural and cultural 
factors in instigating and 
perpetuating gender-based 
violence 

 Feminist strategies for preventing 
violence and for supporting victims 

Texts 
Andrea Smith, Conquest: Sexual Violence and 
American Indian Genocide. ISBN: 0896087433 

INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence, 
The Color of Violence. ISBN: 089608762X 

 
a

 

Krista Benson, MA 
Email: benson.150@osu.edu  
Text: 1-425-224-6715 (do use the 1)  
SkypeID: kbenson480 
Facetime: 509-205-0697 
Virtual Office Hours: TBD & on appointment 

When emailing me, INCLUDE WGSST 2350 
in the subject line. Email is usually the best 
way to contact me. Emails should always 
include a subject, a greeting, and a signature. 
Emails not addressed in this way will not be 
answered. 
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SEE PAGE 3 FOR ACCOMODATION POLICIES 

ONLINE POSTINGS 
DUE EVERY TUESDAY 

AND FRIDAY 

Course Information 
This course uses an interdisciplinary feminist approach to analyze instances of 
interpersonal and institutionalized violence in which women are either victims 
or perpetrators. This course aims to give students a basic understanding of the 
kinds of violence that feminists have theorized about and organized around. 
Students will learn to identify a feminist approach to violence, will examine 
debates as to what kinds of acts constitute violence, and will explore feminist 
theories as to the causes of various forms of gender-based violence. Students 
will also examine some of the diverse strategies proposed, at both the societal 
and the individual level, to combat gender-based violence. We will pay 
particular attention to the ways race, class, ability, and citizenship intersect in 
women’s lives in order to grasp how particular women are made more or less 
vulnerable to experiences of interpersonal and state violence. This course will 
use films, scholarly texts, personal essays, and other conceptual aids to 
examine gender-based forms of violence. 

Course Description 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will have acquired an 
understanding of the following: 

 Feminist frameworks for understanding gender-based violence 

 Women’s experiences of, and resistances to, a wide variety of gender-
based violence 

 The role of structural and cultural factors in instigating and 
perpetuating gender-based violence 

 Feminist strategies for preventing violence and for supporting victims 

Texts 
 Andrea Smith, Conquest: Sexual Violence and American Indian 

Genocide. ISBN: 0896087433 

 INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence, The Color of Violence. ISBN: 
089608762X 

 PDFs and links to articles on Carmen (required unless noted otherwise) 
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Attendance & Participation 25% 
Artifact Presentation & Responses 5% 
9 reading responses  20% 
Current Media Analysis  20% 
Paper Proposal & Annotated Bib. 5% 
Final Paper   25% 
 
 

Attendance & Participation 
Discussions: 25% 
Active participation is a critical part of 
the learning experience in this course.  

We will explore a variety of issues, some 
of them quite controversial and 
complicated. Thus, it's important that 
we all respect each other's needs, 
values, and views. There is no way for 
this class to succeed if students don’t 
prepare materials thoughtfully and 
participate fully in the class. I expect 
each of us to arrive each week fully 
prepared to thoughtfully enter into an 
ongoing discussion. 

Personal opinions play a role in class 
dialogues but do not substitute for a 
concerted effort to grasp the scholarly 
material in the course. Understanding 
the material does not mean you have to 
embrace all or any of the viewpoints 
represented. However, it does require 
that you read it, think about it, and 
discuss it. Please keep in mind that we 
address this class from a perspective 
that assumes inequality exists. 

I will take this time to remind you to 
respect each other’s opinions and input. 
If at any time anyone is disrespectful to 
anyone in the class, I reserve the right to 
remove posts and address students 
individually.  

Students will be required to take a 
syllabus quiz in the 1

st
 week as 

participation. 

What does participation look like 
online? 

Every week you are required to 
participate in two ways: you must post 
questions on the assigned reading and 
you must respond to your classmates’ 
questions on the assigned reading. Each 
class date, you have 24 hour period to 
complete your posting.  

BETWEEN MONDAY AT NOON AND 
TUESDAY AT 5 PM EST, If your last 
name is A-L, you will post questions, 
putting the articles/chapters/lectures in 
conversation with one another. If you 
last name is M-Z, you are required to 
respond to questions, drawing on 
examples from our readings.  

BETWEEN THURSDAY AT NOON AND 
FRIDAY AT 5 PM EST, M-Z will post 
questions and A-L will respond. Every 
week, you are responsible for one 
question AND two responses.  

If you fail to post questions or responses 
within the 24 hour period of the date on 
the syllabus, you will be marked absent 
for the day. You lose 5 attendance and 
participation points for every missed 
post. If you do post a question or 
response but you do not reference 
course materials adequately, you will 
receive half attendance for the day.  

I will also post Lecture Guidelines, 
PowerPoints and internet links with 
relevant information for each class 
period, helping us make connections 
between texts from class period to class 
period. You are expected to draw on this 
material in your discussion posts 

(questions or responses) as well as your 
writing assignments. I recommend that 
you read the Lecture Guidelines before 
your begin your discussion posts. If you 
rarely draw on the Lecture Guidelines, 
your attendance and participation grade 
will reflect that. If you have missed 
more than 6 posts by October 8 or 
more than 10 posts in the semester, 
you will automatically fail the course.  

Artifact Presentation: 5% 
Each student must sign up for a week 
to present their artifacts (via Cultural 
Artifact Signup link in 
CarmenContentSyllabus, 
Assignments, & Syllabus Quiz). Select 
an artifact (a video, a sound clip, a 
document, an article) by Monday at 5 
pm of your week under Cultural 
Artifact Carmen Forum. Include 
discussion questions or themes that you 
want us to think about connecting 
course content to this artifact. This 
artifact must relate to women and 
violence in some way, but not 
necessarily to that week’s content. (40% 
of total) 

By the Monday at 5 pm after you’ve 
posted your artifact, submit a 250-350 
word analysis of your artifact to the 
Cultural Artifact Dropbox using our 
class readings. When possible, please 
also reflect on your classmate’s 
responses (or lack of response). (40% of 
total) 

To get full credit, students must respond 
to three other artifacts over the course 
of the semester by Friday of that week 
at 5 pm. (20% of total) 

Course Requirements 
& Grading 
 

SAFE SPACES: This class has been built with an ethic of shared respect and a 

genuine desire for us to learn together well. I also encourage all students to 

remember that there are likely survivors of violence in our class. Though this is a 

space of respect, I cannot guarantee that it is a safe space. I welcome feedback from 

students on how to make your learning environment more welcoming, but I also 

encourage anyone triggered by materials/ discussions to inform me privately so that 

I can direct you to appropriate resources for support. If you think that there may be 

subjects that would be impossible for you to engage with, please let me know so 

that we can address the best way for you to succeed in this class. 
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Reading Responses: 20% 
Starting in Week 2, you are required to 
turn in 8 reading responses during the 
semester. Students may not submit 
more than one journal per week. Typed 
response papers of two double-spaced 
pages are due in Dropbox by 5 pm on 
Fridays. Reflection papers should both 
summarize and critically engage with 
the material, tying critical investigation 
to the text summary. These are not 
simply personal responses (I liked it/I 
hated it), but are the beginnings of 
critical investigations of the material and 
should include direct references to the 
text. This is the place to exercise your 
skills in critical analysis, skills you will 
need to participate in class discussion 
and to compose longer papers. Failing 
to submit at least 5 of these responses 
will result in automatically failing the 
course. 

Current Media Analysis: 20% 
By 10/24/2014, students will submit a 
Current Media Analysis of 1000-1200 
words (approximately 4-5 pages long) in 
the Current Media Analysis Dropbox. 
This consists of finding an example from 
the media that addresses an instance 
(i.e. a particular rape case) or kind (i.e. 
addresses gendered violence in prison) 
of violence and write up a brief analysis 
of how that media example presents the 
violence at stake. An article from a 
magazine/newspaper, a clip from a film, 
an episode of a television show, a music 
video, a print or TV interview are all 
acceptable forms of media to analyze.  

 Your analysis should: Include a 
description of what the media piece 
says/does/performs/argues (~1 
page). 

 Address why you chose the piece. 
How does this piece demonstrate or 
complicate something we have 
discussed in class (~2-3 pages). 
Remember that an intersectional 
analysis of gender, race, class, 
sexuality, physical or mental ability 
complicate the way we analyze 
violence.  

 Cite two or more course readings. 
Use these sources efficiently, to 

compare/contrast information or 
ideas, or as a tool for analysis. 

 Include a Works Cited page, with a 
proper citation for the media piece.  

A rubric outlining the grading process for 
these papers will be posted in the 
Syllabus & Assignments area of Carmen 
at least 1 week before. 

Paper Proposal & Annotated 
Bibliography: 5% 
By 11/21/2014, students will submit a 
300 word paper proposal and brief 
annotated bibliography to the 
Proposal & Bib Dropbox. This proposal 
should outline the student’s final paper 
topic, including the major theme, the 
argumentative/analytical thesis, and the 
foundation of the student’s argument. 
The annotated bibliography should 
include five sources that the student 
intends to cite (with proper MLA or APA 
citation format) and a brief 50-75 word 
summary of the source and how it will be 
useful in the student’s argument. 

Final Paper: 25% 
Due 12/12/14 at 5 pm in Final Paper 
Dropbox. The final paper is designed to 
allow you to apply some of the feminist 
concepts and frameworks we have 
discussed to a topic that is of particular 
interest to you. Possible assignments 
include film or book analyses (see me for 
suggestions of texts to read or view); a 
review of an outside event related to 
class topic; a research paper on a topic 
we did not address in class; a design for 
a feminist research project or a feminist 
strategy for combating a form of 
gender-based violence, etc. The final 
paper should reflect your personal 
interests, and I am open to a broad 
range of approaches. The paper must 
reference and draw on at least two 
articles from the course and at least 2 
from outside the course and be 8-12 
pages long.  

 

Course Policies 
Accommodations for Students 
with Disabilities 
We all come to learning with different 
needs and I strive to do what I can to 
make this class accommodating to a 
variety of needs and learning styles. If 
you need accommodations, either for 
documented disabilities or for other 
reasons, please contact with me as 
soon as possible so that we can discuss 
your needs. Please note that the only 
way to guarantee accommodated your 
needs in all classes is to work with the 
Office of Disability Services. The Office 
for Disability Services (150 Pomerene 
Hall; 292-3307; 292-0901) verifies the 
need for accommodations and assists in 
the development of accommodation 
strategies. 

Your Mental Health! 
A recent American College Health 
Survey found stress, sleep problems, 
anxiety, depression, interpersonal 
concerns, and alcohol use among the 
top ten health impediments to academic 
performance. Students experiencing 
personal problems or situational crises 
during the quarter are encouraged to 
contact the OSU Counseling and 
Consultation Services (614-292-5766). 
This service is free and confidential. 

Academic Misconduct and 
Plagiarism 
As defined in University Rule #3335-31-
02, plagiarism is “the representation of 
another’s works or their ideas as one’s 
own; it includes the unacknowledged 
word for word use and/or paraphrasing 
of another person’s work, and/or the 
inappropriate unacknowledged use of 
another person’s ideas.” Plagiarism is 
one of the most serious offenses that 
can be committed in an academic 
community; as such, it is the obligation 
of this department and its instructors to 
report all cases of suspected plagiarism 
to the Committee on Academic 
Misconduct. After the report is filed, a 
hearing takes place and if the student is 
found guilty, the possible punishment 
ranges from failing the class to 
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suspension or expulsion from the 
university. Although the existence of the 
Internet makes it relatively easy to 
plagiarize, it also makes it even easier 
for instructors to find evidence of 
plagiarism. It is obvious to most teachers 
when a student turns in work that is not 
her or his own; plagiarism search 
engines makes documenting the offense 
very simple.  

 -Always cite your sources (I can help 
with this) 

 -Always ask questions before you 
turn in your assignment if you are 
uncertain about what constitutes 
plagiarism 

 -Always see your TA or professor if 
you are having difficulty with an 
assignment. 

To preserve the integrity of OSU as an 
institution of higher learning, to 
maintain your own integrity, and to 
avoid jeopardizing your future, DO NOT 
PLAGIARIZE. 

Late Assignment Policy 
I do not accept late reading reflection, 
participation, or artifact presentations.  

Proposals and Annotated 
Bibliographies will be docked 10% for 
every day that the paper is late. 
Students without an approved proposal 
will not be allowed to submit the final 
paper. 

Current Media Analysis Papers and 
Final Papers will be docked 15% for 
every 24 hour period that the paper is 
late (even if it is one hour late). Papers 
not submitted within 3 days of the due 
date will receive a zero. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources 
 
The Writer’s Center 

The university provides an incredible 
writing resource with the University 
Writing Center. The Writing Center 
allows you to make appointments to get 
assistance from trained writing tutors! 
To utilize this service, contact the 
Writing Center at (614) 680-4291 or visit 
their website at http://cstw.osu.edu/  

Student Wellness Center 
The wellness center works with students 
on emotional, career, social, spiritual, 
physical, financial, intellectual, creative, 
and environmental wellness. Find out 
more at http://swc.osu.edu/  

Counseling & Consultation  
Provides counseling and consultation to 
currently enrolled undergraduate, 
graduate and professional students 
through individual & group counseling, 
psychiatrists, nutritional counseling, 
couples counseling, outreach, 
workshops, crisis debriefing, and 
community referrals. 
http://www.ccs.ohio-state.edu/   

Your questions/concerns: 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Firm deadlines this term: 

10/24, 5 pm: Current Media Analysis 

11/21, 5 pm: Proposal & Annotated 
Bibliography 

12/12, 5 pm: Final Paper 

Your artifact presentation date 
(announced during Week 2): 

 

Flexible deadlines this term: 

Which 8 of these dates will you post a 
reading reflection of the previous week’s 
work? 

9/5 
9/12 
9/19 
9/26 
10/3 
10/10 
10/17 
10/24 
10/31 
11/7 
11/21 
12/10 

Post Carmen participation by Tuesday at 5 
pm and Friday at 5 pm EST every week 
that class is held. 

 

http://cstw.osu.edu/
http://swc.osu.edu/
http://www.ccs.ohio-state.edu/
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Course Plan 
ICV = Incite: The Color of Violence / CON = Conquest / CAR = Carmen /  

Information on this course schedule is an outline and is subject to change either due to instructor or collective class decisions. Students will be 
told in advance of the change and an updated syllabus will be posted to Carmen. 

Date Due Topic Reading/Activity Due 

Th, 8/28 Introduction to the class & framing the discussion  Syllabus (read closely) 

 CAR, “Explaining white privilege to a broke white person” 
(Gina Crosley-Corcoron) 

 CAR, “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity Politics 
and Violence Against Women of Color” (Kimberlé Crenshaw) 

 Must complete an introduction on Carmen Discussion Week 
1 and get a 70% on the syllabus quiz in Carmen by Monday 
at 5 pm to have access to the rest of the course readings 
past Week 2 

T, 9/2 Framing the Discussion  CAR, “where we stand” and “Coming to Class Consciousness” 
(bell hooks) 

 CAR, “browngirlworld: queergirlofcolor organizing, sistahood, 
heartbreak” (Leah Lakshmi Piepza Samarsinha) 

Th, 9/4 Intersectionality and Considering Violence  ICV, Ch 18 “Crime, Punishment, and Economic Violence” 
(Patricia Allerd) 

 ICV, Ch 6: “Heteropatriarchy and the Three Pillars of White 
Supremacy” (Andrea Smith) 

 CAR, “Indian Peoples are Nations, Not Minorities” (David 
Wilkins) 

T, 9/9 Intersectionality and Considering Violence: Considering 
the Violence of Academia and “Activist” Spaces 

 CAR, “Black Feminist Thought” (Patricia Hill Collins) 

 CAR, “Never Meant to Survive the Debate: Sapphire Reclaims 
Her Performance” (Korey Johnson) 

 CAR, “Love in a Time of Contingency: A Letter to Women’s 
and Gender Studies” (Gwendolyn Beetham) 

 OPTIONAL: CAR, “Why Is Academic Writing So Beautiful? 
Notes on Black Feminist Scholarship” (Emily Lordi) 

Th, 9/11 Colonization and Violence: Sexual & Systemic Violence  CON, Ch 1: “Sexual Violence as a Tool of Genocide” (Andrea 
Smith) 

 CON: Ch 3: “Rape of the Land” (Andrea Smith) 

T, 9/16 Colonization, Racism, and Violence: Medical & 
Reproductive Violence 

 CON, Ch 4: “’Better Dead Than Pregnant’: The Colonization of 
Native Women’s Reproductive Health” (Andrea Smith) 

 CON, Ch 5 : “’Natural Laboratories’: Medical Experimentation 
in Native Communities” (Andrea Smith) 

 ICV, Ch 5: “The Color of Choice: White Supremacy and 
Reproductive Justice” (Loretta Ross) 

Th, 9/18 Colonization and Violence: Family Structures, 
Sexuality, Gender Roles 

 CON, Ch 2: “Boarding School Abuse and the Case for 
Reparations” (Andrea Smith) 

 CAR, “You’re a Woman, You’re Going to Be A Wife,” (K. 
Tsianina Lomawaima)  

 CAR, Selections from Lost Worlds 

T, 9/23 Colonization and Violence: Family Structures, 
Sexuality, Gender Roles 

 CAR, “Introduction” to Sovereign Erotics 

 CAR, “Conversations on Berdache” (Scott Morgensen)  

 CAR, “Two-Spirit Cherokee Reimagining Nation” (Qwo-Li 
Driskill) 

Th, 9/25 Framing Girls’ & Women’s Violence  CAR: “Have ‘Girls Gone Wild’?” (Mike Males)  

 CAR, “Jailing ‘Bad Girls’: Girls’ Violence and Trends in Female 
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Incarceration” (Meda Chesney-Lind) 

T, 9/30 Framing Girls’ & Women’s Violence  CAR, “Introduction” to Between Good and Ghetto (Nikki Jones) 

 CAR, “Race, Gender, and the School to Prison Pipeline” 
(Monique Morris) 

Th, 10/2 Gendered Violence and Systemic Responses  CAR, “Not the Usual Suspects: Feminists, Women’s Groups, 
and the Anti-Rape Movement” (Marie Gottschalk) 

 ICV, Ch 29: “Taking Risks: Implementing Grassroots 
Community Accountability Strategies” (CARA) 

T, 10/7 Gendered Violence and Systemic Responses  ICV, Ch 21: “The Medicalization of Domestic Violence,” (Ana 
Clarissa Rojas Durazo) 

 ICV, Ch 24: “Disloyal to Feminism: Abuse Survivors with the 
Domestic Shelter System” (Emi Koyama) 

 CAR, “The Battered-Women’s Movement and the 
Development of Penal Policy” (Marie Gottschalk) 

Th, 10/9 U.S. Criminal Justice System and Violence  CAR, “The Rebirth of Caste” (Michelle Alexander) 

 CAR, “Slavery, Civil Rights, and Abolitionist Perspectives 
Toward Prison,” and “How Gender Structures the Prison 
System” (Angela Y. Davis) 

 CAR, “Prisoner W-20170/Other” (Stormy Ogden) 

T, 10/14 U.S. Criminal Justice System and Violence  ICV, Ch. 17: “Law Enforcement Violence Against Women of 
Color” (Andrea J. Ritchie) 

 ICV, Ch 19: “Pomo Woman, Ex-Prisoner, Speaks Out” (Stormy 
Ogden) 

 CAR, “It Can’t Be Fixed Because It’s Not Broken: Racism and 
Disability in the Prison Industrial Complex.” (Syrus Ware, Joan 
Ruzsa, and Giselle Dias) 

Th, 10/16 U.S. Criminal Justice System and Violence: Youth  CAR, “They’re Rounding Up the Homosexuals” (Wesley Ware) 

 ICV, Ch 25: “Gender Violence and the Prison-Industrial 
Complex”  

 CAR, “Dreams Deferred: The Patterns of Punishment in 
Oakland,” (Victor Rios) 

T, 10/21 U.S. Criminal Justice System and Violence: Youth  CAR, “Kids, Courts, and Queers: Lesbian and Gay Youth in the 
Juvenile Justice and Foster Care Systems” (Colleen Sullivan) 

 CAR, “And By the Way, Do You Know He Thinks He’s a Girl? 
The Failures of Law, Policy, and Legal Representation for 
Transgender Youth in Juvenile Courts” (Jody Marksamer) 

Th, 10/23 U.S. Criminal Justice System and Violence: Youth  CAR, “In Their Own Words Project, About” 
CAR, read at least four youth stories and one family story from 
the In Their Own Words Project 

Current Media Analysis Due by 10/24 at 5 pm 

T, 10/28 Militarism and Violence: Borders & Immigration  ICV, Ch 14: “‘National Security’ and the Violation of Women: 
Militarized Border Rape at the US-Mexico Border” (Sylvanna 
Falcon) 

 ICV, Ch 15: “The Complexities of ‘Feminicide’ on the Border” 
(Rosa Linda Fregoso) 

 CAR, “How to Make Prisons Disappear: Queer Immigrants, the 
Shackles of Love, and the Invisibility of the Prison Industrial 
Complex” (Yasmin Nair) 

Th, 10/30 Militarism and Violence  CAR, “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving?” (Lila Abu-
Lughod) 

 ICV, Ch 13: “Don’t Liberate Me” (S.R.) 
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 ICV, Ch 12: Reflections in Time of War (Dena Al-Adeeb) 

T, 11/4 Militarism and Violence  CAR, “Gendered, racialized, and sexualized torture at Abu 
Ghraib” (Isis Nusair) 

 CAR, “Reflecting on Gender, Race, and Disability in Wartime” 

(Nirmala Erevelle) 

Th, 11/6 Militarism and Violence Readings TBD 

T, 11/11 Veteran’s Day – Day Off N/A 

Th, 11/13 Research and writing day: off N/A 

T, 11/18 Anti-colonial & Anti-racist Responses to Violence  ICV, Ch 27: “The Personal is the Private is the Cultural” (Puneet 
Kaur Chawla Sahota) 

 CON, Ch 7: “Anticolonial Responses to Gender Violence” 
(Andrea Smith) 

 CON: Ch 8: “U.S. Empire and the War Against Native 
Sovereignty” (Andrea Smith) 

Th, 11/20 Anti-colonial & Anti-racist Responses to Violence  ICV, Ch 30, “poem on trying to love without fear” (maiana 
minahal) 

 ICV, Ch22: “Unite and Rebel! Challenges and Strategies in 
Building Alliances” (Elizabeth “Betita” Martinez) 

 ICV, Ch 16: “INS Raids and How Immigrant Women are 
Fighting Back” (Renee Saucedo) 

Paper Proposals & Annotated Bibliographies Due by 11/21 at 5 
pm 

T, 11/25 Writing day: off N/A 

Th, 11/27 Thanksgiving Break – Day Off  N/A 

T, 12/2 Anti-colonial & Anti-racist Responses to Violence  CAR, “Transgender Liberation,” (Susan Stryker) 

 CAR, “Queering Prison Abolition Now,” (Dean Spade, Eric 
Stanley, Queer (In)Justice) 

Th, 12/5 Anti-colonial & Anti-racist Responses to Violence Readings TBD 

Th, 12/12  Final Papers Due by 12/12 at 5 pm 

 

 


